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The Great Thick=knee or Goggle-Eyed
Plover.
Esacus recurvirostris, blanfokd, Faun. Brit. Ind.,
Birds, Vol. IV, p. 205.
native names :—'Buna kavwanak. Hind. ; Abi,
among falconers : Gang titai, in Bengal; Mien-
zain, Burmese,
This species is as big as an ordinary Indian fowl, with a
huge head and eyes and a great powerful bill, very straight
along the ridge, in which all resemblance to the Plover's
beak is lost. The plumage is drab above and shades into
white below, with no noticeable streaks, but with black and
white markings on the wing-and tail-quills similar to those
of the Common Thick-knee. There is a dark stripe along
each side of the face and a dark band on the wing. The
bill is black, pale yellow at the root, the eyes are a pale
yellow, and the legs a sickly yellowish also. The length is
twenty inches, the wing being over ten, the shank three-
and-a-quarter, and the bill a little longer.
This extremely curious-looking bird is found only in our
Empire, frequenting the banks of large rivers in the plains
and in Ceylon the sea-shore. It seems to feed chiefly on
Crustacea and molluscs, but I expect it devours small ver-
tebrates, such as mice, frogs, and young birds, also. It is
said to have a loud harsh croaking note, but I should call
what I have heard from it a squeal, varying from the
awful screech of a slate-pencil "scrooped" perpendicular-
ly down a slate—as we have all done in our youth—to a
regular yell, almost like a pig's, when the bird is handled.
I have had a chance of hearing this from a live specimen
I got in the Calcutta Bazaar for the Calcutta Zoo ; I do not
remember ever seeing another in this market. This bird
lived for some time in the gardens, and latterly had a

